
 
Death by Internet 

 
The law f i rm of  Tuesley Hal l  Konopa has recent ly acquired a new estate 
at  the passing of  a gent leman who went to great pains and expense to 
wr i te his own wi l l .  We are sure he thought he was saving money and, at  
the same t ime, making sure his assets would be distr ibuted the way he 
intended upon his death.  The problem is the wi l l  is  not a val id wi l l  and 
we have a very unhappy fami ly on our hands.  
 
This gent leman created his wi l l  on h is laptop. He even went to the 
extent to buy expensive encrypt ion software so his s ignature would be 
encrypted. But th is turned out to be a problem. That ’s because Indiana 
law requires that for  a wi l l  to be val id i t  must “executed” (or s igned) in 
wr i t ing and more important ly,  the s ignature must be witnessed by at  
least two other people.  
 
Whi le many people assume that they can do i t  themselves, experts 
agree that th is area of  law is best lef t  to legal  professionals to ensure 
that your wishes are carr ied out exact ly as you’ve speci f ied.  A 
successful  estate plan requires that  al l  i ’s  are dotted and al l  t ’s  are 
crossed. One minor error may resul t  in one, i f  not  a l l ,  of  your intended 
benef ic iar ies being lef t  out  of  your estate ent i re ly.  And keep in mind 
that a complete estate plan usual ly  requires more than just  a wi l l .  You 
want to make sure your assets are distr ibuted in the most cost-ef fect ive 
manner wi thout undue taxat ion to your benef ic iar ies.  This may best be 
handled through the use of  a l iv ing t rust .   
 
There is a prol i ferat ion of  Web si tes that provide software, legal  forms 
and advice for do- i t -yoursel f  estate planning. The Web si tes we vis i ted 
al l  say i t  is  easy and less cost ly than a going to a lawyer i f  you buy 
their  services and forms to wr i te your  own wi l l ,  set  up your own trusts,  
create powers of  at torney and healthcare direct ives,  designate 
guardians, executors and trustees, and above al l  avoid probate.  Don’ t  
bel ieve i t !    
 
The pr imary pi t fa l l  is  that  the software programs provide a one-size-f i ts-
al l  solut ion that may not address the speci f ic  needs and desires of  
some people.  However,  in the case of an indiv idual  who cannot af ford 
to consul t  wi th an at torney or who may prefer to prepare documents 
independent ly,  the avai lable sof tware is general ly adequate and the 
documents are typical ly legal .  Everyone’s s i tuat ion is di f ferent.  Estate 
planning takes good legal  advice, and i f  nothing else these software 



alternat ives can help to get your asset informat ion organized and 
prompt you to th ink about your wishes for their  d istr ibut ion at  your 
death.  
 
I f  you or someone you know has done their  own estate planning through 
the Internet or purchased of f - the-shelf  sof tware to wr i te a wi l l ,  i t  may be 
t ime to revis i t  those documents.   
 
I f  you have quest ions about creat ing a wi l l  and/or estate plan, Tuesley 
Hal l  Konopa of fers a free init ial  consultation with an estate planning 
at torney to review what estate planning documents you have in place.  
 
To f ind out more cal l  Tuesley Hal l  Konopa, LLP at  574-232-353 or v is i t  
our Web si te at  www.thklawf i rm.com. 
 
 
 
Disclaimer 
This art ic le is for  informat ional  purposes only and should not be rel ied 
upon as legal  advice. I f  you are consider ing the preparat ion of  a wi l l  or  
estate plan you should seek the advice of  a legal  professional .   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


